




T H E  C R U I S I N G  C L U B  O F  A M E R I C A

The Cruising Club of America was born in 1922 of 
the desire of a group of dedicated cruising sailors to 
form a club in North America similar to the Royal 
Cruising Club in Britain.  Their objectives were to 
promote ocean voyaging in small yachts, sharing 
information regarding destinations, encouraging the 
development of suitable cruising yacht designs and 
recognize the accomplishments of oceangoing sailors.

The CCA has remained a club without a clubhouse 
and invites into its membership only qualified blue-
water sailors who are considered good shipmates.  
The CCA has, since 1926, partnered with the Royal 
Bermuda Yacht Club in sponsoring the Newport Ber-
muda Race. The CCA, consistent with its original ob-
jectives, has been instrumental in the development 
of rating rules and safety standards for ocean racing 
and blue water cruising.

The Cruising Club has 1400 members and over 
1000 yachts in the fleet. Its activities are organized 
around eleven Stations and three Posts stretching 
from Bermuda to the Pacific Northwest, and from 

Southern California to Nova Scotia. Cruises have 
included New Zealand, the Ionian Sea, the Baltic, 
Ireland, Scotland, Turkey, Croatia, Newfoundland, 
the Caribbean, and Thailand. CCA awards the Blue 
Water Medal, Far Horizons Award and Young Voy-
agers Award honoring important bluewater passag-
es. The Club has provided leadership in developing 
yacht racing rating rules since the 1920’s, including 
the current Offshore Racing Rule.  These efforts have 
produced safer and faster yachts and helped to make 
racing and cruising more widely embraced. 

The CCA just held its weeklong Centennial Cele-
bration and Awards Ceremony in Newport, Rhode 
Island with over 400 in attendance, including Sir 
Robin Knox-Johnston and many Blue Water Medal 
winners. The Cruising Club has successfully navi-
gated its first century and stands poised to continue 
to foster “The Adventurous Use of the Sea.”  A just 
published book with that title written by Tim Murphy 
and edited by Sheila McCurdy profiles 18 past and 
present members of the CCA.  Learn more about the 
CCA at cruisingclub.org.
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