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WELCOME FROM THE COMMODORE

Dear CCA Siam Cruise Participants,

Wyman Harris, Chairman, Jerry Eaton, Co-chair, and I welcome
you to the beautiful exotic Andaman Sea. Wyman and Jerry along
with Gay Harris made an extensive dry run a year ago to assure
that all of us will maximize our experience of these idyllic tropical
islands and soaring limestone formations. It has been a long wait
since the initial concept of the CCA cruising Phuket was broached
at the Seattle fall meeting. Wyman’s committee has cheerfully
solved the hazards of planning a cruise on the other side of the
planet and attended to even the smallest detail to allow you to fully
enjoy your time in these emerald waters.

Mimi and I can’t wait to swim in the surrounding warm,
transparent waters. Please swim or dinghy over if you find your
boat anchored near us off one of the beautiful hongs.

Sincerely,
Dan



THE CRUISING CLUB OF AMERICA
SAN FRANCISCO STATION

WELCOME FROM THE SIAM
CRUISE COMMITTEE

Dear Siam Cruisers,

On behalf of the San Francisco Station, hosts of this Winter Cruise,
I am honored to be your Cruise Chairman and welcome you to the
CCA 2013 Cruise in Thailand. We hope that you enjoy cruising
the Andaman Sea east of Phuket Island, one of the most beautiful
and interesting cruising grounds in the world.

Although not part of the official cruise schedule, we hope that
many of you will take the opportunity to explore some tidal sea
caves and hongs in Phang Nga Bay before the Opening Event on
Thursday, January 17, 2013, at the Angsana Laguna Phuket. To
book a trip, go to: http://www.seacanoe.net/pkdaytrip.htm

After much deliberation, your Siam Cruise Committee (hereafter
SCC) decided upon an open itinerary cruise. We know some
members prefer to have every anchorage (and every night’s party)
planned out but given the wide diversity of the cruising ground and
the small size of most of the anchorages, we felt it best to schedule
only one mid-cruise party. This gives cruisers the freedom to set
their own pace while exploring this stunning area. It does,
however, place the responsibility for day-to-day planning back
onto individual skippers and their crews. But don’t worry, lots of
great information and itinerary suggestions will be available at the
Skipper’s meeting scheduled for Thursday, January 17, 2013.

For detailed charts and information on the cruising ground, we
found the Moorings Cruise Guide is really the best source. The
guide will be provided to all cruisers, Moorings or not, as part of
the welcome package. It is available online at: http://cca-
sf.org/siam Note: At 9mb, it’s a pretty big download, so it will
take a while.




Our only hope is that all CCA members and their guests will return
their charter boats at the end of the cruise only with reluctance.

Sincerely,
Siam Cruise Committee (SCC)

Wyman Harris, Chairman

Jerry Eaton, Co-Chairman

Robby Robinson, Treasurer

Jim Quanci, Computer Guy

Dick Enersen, Photographer

Jim Cornelius, Fleet Surgeon

Mary Crowley, Ocean Voyages Travel
Zia Ahari, RC, San Francisco Station



ARRIVING IN PHUKET

When you step out of the terminal at Phuket International be
prepared for the chaos of many east Asian airports. It will probably
be late at night. You’ll be jet-lagged and hot. And taxi drivers will
hustle you, mostly politely but insistently, for your business. For
all these reasons, we suggest that you pre-arrange a pick-up with
your hotel in a nice comfy air-conditioned van.

If you do take a taxi, go to the “Metered Taxi” stand to the right as
you walk out the door. They will charge a 100 baht airport tax, but
that is entirely legit. You should also make sure your driver knows
where you are going before you get in.

CRUISE CENTRAL

“Cruise Central” is the Angsana Laguna Phuket Resort. (10 Moo 4
Srisoonthorn Road Cherngtalay, Amphur Talang, Phuket 83110
Thailand Tel: +66 76 324 101 Fax: +66 76 324 108
lagunaphuket@angsana.com)

Registration, the Skippers’ Briefing and the opening and closing
parties will be held here.

Located on the shores of Bang Tao Bay in the northwest of Phuket
Island, Angsana Laguna Phuket is just a 20-minute drive away
from Phuket International Airport and from Phuket town. It is part
of Laguna Phuket, an integrated resort, consisting of five luxury
hotels, six palm-fringed lagoons and a swimming pool that just
won’t quit.



For those of you who are staying in other places, this map will give
you a general idea of where things are on Phuket Island.
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CRUISE SCHEDULE

Reception Desk:
Open: Wednesday, 16 January 1500-1800
Thursday, 17 January 1000-1700
Location: Angsana Laguna Phuket Resort Lobby
(Late arrivals: contact Jerry Eaton through the front desk)

Route Briefing:
Thursday, 17 January 1600
Location: Angsana Laguna Phuket Resort Meeting Room

Note: A Mooring/Sunsail Rep will present the Skippers’
Brief, but skippers using other charter companies are
strongly encouraged to attend. Lots of good information
will be passed on. (Please, only the skipper plus one
crewmember from each boat)

Opening Event:
Thursday, 17 January
1800 Cocktails
1900 Dinner

Location: Angsana Laguna Phuket Resort Garden

Mid-Cruise Gathering:
Tuesday, 22 January

Anchor by 1600
1700 Cocktails
1800 Dinner

Location:
P.P. Erawan Palms Resort is on the island of Phi Phi Don.

Anchor in 10 meters on the sandy bottom well offshore from
the jetty in LANA BAY on the NW end of Phi Phi
Don. You can take your dinghy to the jetty in the northern
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part of the bay, which leads to a footpath and a ten minute
stroll to P.P. Erawan Palms Resort. Alternatively, hail one of
the longtails that we will have available to take you from
your boat to the jetty.

i

rawan Palms Resort
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The Dinner will be situated on the North East Beach in the area of
the Solo Bar and Sawasdee Restaurant, depending on weather
conditions. Menu will consist of a Buffet Menu, including
Drinking Water, Free-flow Wine & Draft Beer.

10



Closing Party:
Saturday, January 26

1800 Cocktails
1700 Dinner

Location: Babylon Beach Club a 10 to 15 minute walk down
the beach from the Angsana Laguna Phuket Resort between
the Amora Hotel and the Laguna Beach Resort Hotel. Bus
transport will be provided from the Angsana..

Dress for all CCA events is casually elegant. Less elegant for the
Mid-Cruise Party. Because we are in the Tropics, members of your
SCC will be leaving their blazers at home. Whether you choose to
or not is between you and your conscience.

Name Tags will be provided at check-in. Please wear them to all
events.

CRUISE SWAG AND REGALIA

The cruise packet will include a broad-brimmed hats and
knapsacks with the cruise logo.

You can order shirts, bags and other logo’ed items directly from
Stars Signatures. Go to http://cca-sf.org/siam

ABOUT THAILAND AND PHUKET

Ruler: King Bhumibol Adulyadej (1946)

Prime Minister: Yingluck Shinawatra (2011)

Land area: 197,595 sq. mi (511,771 sq. km); total area: 198,455
sq. mi (514,000 sq. km)
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Population (2011 est.): 66,720,153 (growth rate: 0.566%); birth
rate: 12.95/1000; infant mortality rate: 16.39/1000; life
expectancy: 73.6

Capital and largest city (2009): Bangkok, 6.902 million

Monetary unit: baht

Read more: Thailand: Maps, History, Geography, Government,
Culture, Facts, Guide & Travel/Holidays/Cities — Infoplease.com
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108034.html?pageno=1#ixzz2 A

49zybal

Temperatures:

We’ll be cruising during the Northeast Monsoons, which is
actually the dry season. By now, you must be aware that we’re not
going to Spitzbergen, so expect some heat (mid-eighties), some
humidity (actually lots), and some rain shower activity (usually at
night).

Winds:

Reefing probably won’t be an issue. Motoring might. Your SCC
experienced 10-15kts with a couple of days of FAC. The
prevailing direction is NE.

Seas:

The Andaman Sea is pretty sheltered during this time of year but
be aware of an annoying swell (usually SW), which can work its
way into certain anchorages.

Passports and Visas:

A valid passport for each passenger is compulsory. Expiration
date must be no earlier than 6 months after your planned return.

No Visa is required if you have proof of onward passage and stay
less than 30 days.

Telephone:

The Thailand country code is 66

If you want to save a buck or two, pick up a local pre-paid SIM
12



card or cheap phone at the airport when you arrive.
We will do a grand cell phone number exchange at the Skippers’
meeting and publish the list.

Pets:

Taking pets into Thailand requires a fair amount of bureaucracy.
See http://www.pettravel.com for details. We suggest it’s easier to
leave Fifi at home and clean the rugs when you return.

Firearms:
It’s virtually impossible to take firearms into Thailand. ...same,
incidentally, for porn and hemp.

Local Drinking Water:

While the local water probably won’t send you to the head
screaming for God’s Good Mercy, it’s better not to drink it. At
most reputable places, ice will have been purified before freezing.
On the boats, the tank water is OK for washing veggies, but stick
to bottled water for drinking. Rum? ...even better. Most
recommend drinking 1.5 liters a day in the tropics. Water, that is.

History of the Area:
The following was unabashedly lifted from
http://asianhistory.about.com

Modern humans first settled the area that is now Thailand in the
Paleolithic Era, perhaps as early as 100,000 years ago. For up to 1
million years prior to the arrival of Homo sapiens, the region was
home to Homo erectus such as Lampang Man, whose fossilized
remains were discovered in 1999.

The early kingdoms were ethnically Malay, Khmer, and Mon.
Regional rulers vied with one another for resources and land, but
all were displaced when the Thai people immigrated into the area
from southern China.

Around the 10th century A.D. ethnic Thais invaded, fighting off
the governing Khmer empire and establishing the Sukhothai
13



Kingdom (1238-1448), and its rival, the Ayutthaya Kingdom
(1351-1767). Over time, the Ayutthaya grew more powerful,
subjecting the Sukhothai and dominating most of southern and
central Thailand.

In 1767, an invading Burmese army sacked the Ayutthaya capital
and divided up the kingdom. The Burmese held central Thailand
for only two years before they were defeated in turn by the
Siamese leader General Taksin. Taksin soon went mad, and was
replaced by Rama I, the founder of the Chakri Dynasty which
continues to rule Thailand today. Rama I moved the capital to its
present site at Bangkok.

During the nineteenth century, the Chakri rulers of Siam watched
European colonialism sweep across neighboring countries of
Southeast and Southern Asia. Burma and Malaysia became British,
while the French took Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos. Siam alone,
through skilled royal diplomacy and internal strength, was able to
fend off colonization.

In 1932, the military forces staged a coup d'etat that transformed
the country into a constitutional monarchy. Nine years later, the
Japanese invaded the country, inciting the Thais to attack and take
Laos from the French. Following Japan's defeat in 1945, the Thais
were forced to return the land they'd taken.

The current monarch, King Bhumibol Adulyadej, came to the
throne in 1946 after the mysterious shooting death of his older
brother. Since 1973, power has moved from military to civilian
hands repeatedly.
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LOCAL ETIQUETTE
The Wai

Your SCC found the Thais to be a beautiful and gentle people.
(Which is not to say your pocket can’t be beautifully and gently
picked at the airport.)

The nature of the people can be summed up by the Wai: placing
your hands palm-to-palm at your chest and bowing your head. It is
a wonderful gesture of respect, greeting, and thanks. If you feel as
awkward, as your SCC did, in doing it, a simple smile and nod
works as well.

Chai-Yen

Chai-Yen is a Thai philosophy of calm and acceptance. Getting
steamed at a taxi driver or hotel clerk will only get you a polite
stare. It is exactly the wrong way to get what you want.

Dress:

Recognizing the CCA is not a cut-off jeans and strapper tee-shirt
crowd, just be aware that Thais, many of whom are Muslim, are
pretty conservative in their dress and lose respect for those
foreigners who are not.

Important to Know:

The King: His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej is almost
universally revered by Thai nationals and held in the highest level
of regard and admiration as evidenced by his picture prominently
displayed throughout the Kingdom. The national law prohibits any
act, verbal, physical or written, that shows insolent or disrespectful
behavior toward any member of the Royal family.

If this law applied to US politicians there would be nothing on
cable TV.

Therefore, out of respect for His Majesty and laws of the Kingdom,
15



NEVER say or do anything disrespectful of the King or any
member of the royal family, even to the extent of stomping on a
Thai coin or banknote which has been dropped and is
rolling/blowing away. All banknotes and coins in Thailand bear a
portrait of His Majesty, and to be stomped on by your foot would
be considered extremely disrespectful.

Taxis: When attempting to hail a taxi, it is customary and polite to
keep your arm extended outwards, your hand facing horizontal
with palm-side down. Signaling a taxi by holding your hand with
fingers "up" is considered rude. Similarly, whistling, clicking
fingers or making other type noises to attract a person’s attention is
considered rude. Such methods are considered only appropriate for
animals, such as a dog.

Temples and Monks: When visiting temples, please remember
that these are active places of worship. Accordingly, make sure
that you dress conservatively. For women, clothing should include
long skirts or trousers, with no bare shoulders or knees. Some
temples have a no-photography policy or limit the use of flash
photography. Before taking any pictures please inquire about
limitations and restrictions.

When entering any place of worship, always remove your shoes. In
many Asian cultures the feet are considered the lowest and dirtiest
part of the body, whereas the head is regarded as the
highest. Therefore, DO NOT sit with your feet pointing towards an
image of Buddha. If possible, you should sit either cross-legged or
with your feet tucked behind you. DO NOT use your feet to point,
move objects or point to a person’s head. Your feet must never
touch another person’s head or touch a Monk. Your feet should
only be used for walking.

Special Note for Women: Women must NEVER in any way,
shape or form touch a Monk. If a female needs to pass an item to a
Monk, it must be either passed to another male (not a monk) first,
or placed down for the Monk to retrieve himself. There must never
be direct contact between a Monk and a female.
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Public Displays of Affection: Overt displays of kissing, cuddling
etc., in plain public view are frowned upon. Probably not a big
issue with our crowd, but with Viagra, etc., you never know...

The Head: Touching someone on the head, even in fun "can" be
offensive and is considered rude (except among good friends). You
would NEVER dare touch someone's head with your foot.

Taking Photos: Just as you wouldn't like a stranger walking up to
you and snapping your photo, be respectful and ask first before
doing the same in Thailand especially with Monks. Note that some
rural hill-tribe people believe that a photograph will 'capture' their
soul and will object to being photographed.

Banks & Money Exchange:

The airport is the easiest place to exchange money, however, there
are banks and ATM machines at the Tesco supermarket.
Moneychangers are located at Ao Nang beach and on Phi-Phi Don,
although the exchange rates may not be as good.

Currency:
Exchange Rate for the Thai Baht (THB) is about 31 THB to 1
USD.

For those of us who don’t think well on our feet, this means:

US $1 =31 Bahts
US $10 =310 Bahts
US $100 = 3,100 Bahts

10 Bahts = $0.32
100 Bahts = $3.20
1000 Bahts = $32.00

ATM’s are scarce at best, and non-existent on the cruising ground.
Many of the wonderful little island restaurants, gift shops, etc.,
only take cash, so get all the cash you’ll need when you arrive.
Your SCC went through about 1000 THB ($32) per person per day.

17



Credit cards are accepted only at larger restaurants and resorts.

Tipping:
Tipping is not required and, mostly, not expected in Thailand. But,
given that Americans are genetically driven to tip, here are some

guidelines:
In Taxis: Round up to the next 10THB.

Incidentally, outside of Bangkok, you should establish the
taxi rate before you get into the cab.

In Restaurants: 10% is fine. It may be on the bill.

In Hotels: Porters/ Bell staff 20-50THB, Room Cleaners 20-
30THB per day.

Professional Services: For services such as masseurs and
hairdressers a gratuity of 20THB to 100THB depending on
the individual situation would be appropriate. Tour guides
who provide an exceptional (group) experience could be
recognized with perhaps a 100THB tip. Tour guides and
drivers when taking a private one-on-one service, and where
the experience was exceptional, consider a tip for the driver
of around 200THB — 300THB, and guide around 400THB —
500THB.

Electricity Information:

Electricity in Thailand is 220V, alternating at 50 cycles per second.
If you travel to Thailand with a device that does not accept 220V at
50 Hertz, you will need a voltage converter.
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Time:
This gets complicated. Thailand is in the Eastern Hemisphere on
the other side of the International Dateline. That makes it closer to
New York than San Francisco at GMT + 7 hours.

From the Thailand to:

Eastern Time Zone: Subtract 12 hours

Central Time Zone: Subtract 13 hours

Mountain Time Zone: Subtract 14 hours

Pacific Time Zone: Subtract 15 hours
Add an hour to US time for Daylight Savings Time. (Thailand does
not use Daylight Savings Time.)

Language:
Your SCC was hopeless at the language, so you’re on your own

here.

Try http://www.linguanaut.com

Here’s the extent of our Thai:
“Hello” (to a male): sah-way-dee-kup
“Hello” (to a female): sah-wah-dee-kah
“Thank you™: cop-koon

If you think speaking Thai is tough, try reading it!

Vaccinations:

Nothing extraordinary required, but check out
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/thailand.htm to be sure to
contact your doctor. Thailand is generally risk-free of contagious
disease.
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LOCAL TRIPS

Hongs:

Going to the Andaman Sea around Phuket and not seeing a Hong
is like going to Paris and skipping the Eiffel Tower or visiting
Scotland and not going to a McDonalds. These unique towering
rock islands have to be experienced from the interior lagoons by
sea canoe. So be sure to plan a trip to the hongs before or after the
cruise. Information at

www.seacanoe.net or at the hotel concierge.

Elephants:

There is a little charmer who wanders around the Angsana with her
handler. If you are more adventurous, you can climb aboard an
elephant for a nature stroll at Siam Safari see

www.siamsafari.com

Or ask the concierge.

LOCAL TRANSPORTATION

Phuket International Airport, Angsana Lagoon Resort, Ao Po
Grand Marina (Moorings/Sun sail), and Yacht Haven Marina at
Laem Phrao (other charters and crewed yachts) look deceptively
close to each other on the map, but the travel time is considerable
due to traffic, road conditions, etc.

As we mentioned, we recommend arranging Airport-to-Hotel
transportation with your hotel.

Moorings/Sunsail will provide van service from the Angsana to
their docks on a schedule that coincides with boat check-in times.
(More about that when you arrive.)

Transportation to Yacht Haven Marina for those with other
charters and those on crewed yachts should be arranged with your
hotel or charter company.
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Note: We found the taxi drivers were pretty clueless about the
locations of the two marinas most of us will be using, and they
have no idea about charter companies. So it’s a good idea to know
exactly where you’re headed. It would be a real bummer to spend
the whole cruise driving around in a taxi looking for your boat.

Car Rental

If you are brave or crazy enough to rent a car and drive yourself,
we’ve heard that David Car Rent, www.davidcarrent.com and
Airport Car Rent, www.airportcarrent.com are among the few
companies that rent self-drive mini-buses.

MARINA INFORMATION

Moorings/Sunsail:

Base Manager: Ian Hewitt, Tel:+ 66 76 336 212, Fax:+ 66 76 336 213
Address: Moorings Thailand, Ao Po Grand Marina, 113/1 Moo 6,
Tambon Paklok, Amphur Thalang, Phuket 83110, Thailand

Hours of Operation: 8:00am to 5:30pm, 7 days a week

Base Facilities:The Moorings/Sunsail base has the following
facilities: showers and toilets, bars and restaurants, hotel and pool,
selection of shops, bank and ATM, telephone, and provisioning.

Other Charters and Crewed yachts:

Yacht Haven Marina, Laem Phrao

141/2 Moo 2, Mai Khao, Thalang, Phuket 83110
Tel: 076 206 704-5 - Fax: 076 206 706

Note: Cruise participants are strongly advised to communicate
with their specific charterers and crewed yacht companies to
determine the exact location of their charters.
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SOUVENIR SHOPPING

Can’t come back empty-handed?

Jatujak Market is the biggest market in Phuket, with over 1,000
stalls. On Chaofa West Road from Central Shopping Mall, heading
south toward Chalong Bay, turn left at the first traffic light — Sat.
and Sun. 4:30 - 8:30.

This 1s a typical Thai bazaar, featuring all sorts of items from fish to
clothing. Thai silk is on the top of most visitors” shopping lists. It is
sold in a range of colors, and in various widths, lengths and
thicknesses, or as bespoke products such as shirts, blouses, men's
suits and ladies’ silk jackets, bedcovers and furnishings. Some of the
most popular silk items in Phuket include handkerchiefs, scarves,
pillowcases, photo frames, handbags, cosmetic bags and evening
bags. Jewelry: gold, Thai sapphires and pearls from local pearl
farms are available everywhere.

CRUISING IN THE ANDAMAN SEA

The Andaman Sea, with Phuket as its hub, is Thailand’s reigning
maritime jewel. Here you will find some of the most beautiful
islands and beaches in the region.

As mentioned, the Moorings Cruise Guide contains an enormous
amount of local information, chartlets and suggested routes. It is
available to all CCA cruisers, Moorings or not, and will be
available at check-in, or you can download it now at:

http://cca-sf.org/siam

Here is an overview of this wonderful cruising ground:

Phang Nga Bay to the north of the AoPo Marina is a marine
national park and an area of beautiful, uninhabited islands,
secluded anchorages and soaring cliffs fringed with exotic flora.
James Bond Island is in this section.
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The SW bay and W side of Koh Phanak is interesting to explore by
dinghy under spectacular limestone over-hangs. The hongs (Thai
for “room”) are great for kayaking through the tunnel access. Koh
Hong has a hong (which gives the island its name) with a beautiful
enclosed pool with a large chimney opening to the sky.

On the way to Koh Roi you can drop anchor at Koh Yang where
there is a small community of thatched houses on the beach and
purchase coconuts, fish, crabs, or prawns.

As you travel south the seas will turn turquoise and white sand
beaches will appear.

The main beach at Ao Nang is reasonably well developed and has
access to Krabi town by local transport. The beaches and scenery
are fantastic with excellent snorkeling. There are many Thai
restaurants and bars.

Koh Dam Group or Chicken Islands have good snorkeling, with
coral reefs to explore.

Koh Phi Phi Don has Internet cafes, restaurants and bars. At
nearby Koh Phi Phi Le you can see Maya Bay (where The Beach
was filmed), a scenic sandy lagoon with white sandy beaches
surrounded by limestone cliffs. It is pretty but overrun by day
boats from the hotels. Viking Cave is well known for its bird
nests, which are harvested by locals to make the famous 'Birds
Nest Soup'.

Koh Lanta is often described as Phuket 20 years ago with a relaxed
and easy going pace of life. There are two good beaches along the
West Coast and good shelter in some beautiful anchorages on the
East Coast during the SW season. The islands to the south have
good snorkeling and the "Emerald Cave" on Ko Muk is a must-see.

The Ko Rok group marks the southern edge of the standard
cruising area. Koh Racha Yai and Racha Noi which lie to the south
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of Phuket, offer more good snorkeling and diving, as well as the
relaxed pace of tropical island life.

On the way back to the Phuket Island’s East coast, sail by many
islands, mangroves, beaches to the Kok Rang Yai anchorage.
Passing the south end of Phuket island provides three of the most
famous diving destinations in the region. Kok Rang Yai is a bonus
stopover with full recreation facilities, restaurants, canoes,
mountain bikes, trails and snorkeling.

As we mentioned earlier, this is an open itinerary cruise. Except
for the Mid-Cruise Rendezvous, you’re on your own. At the
Skippers’ meeting on Thursday, we’ll provide lots of information
for you to plan your cruise.

In anticipation of that, here is a general routing overview:

1. For shorter underway days and a concentration of the more
popular islands in Phang Nga Bay, Krabi and Phi Phi Don, stay in
the northern area near the Moorings/ Sunsail base.

2. For longer underway days and fewer cruisers/tourists, travel
farther south to Koh Lanta and Ko Muc. Your SCC took this
route and loved it, but we travelled 20-30 nm a day.

3. For the more adventurous, Ko Racha and the West Coast will
really get you off the beaten path. Night sailing is OK with
Moorings if you plan longer passages but make sure you clear it
with them.
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ANCHORING/MOORINGS

If that empty mooring ball looks oh-so tempting to tie up to, just
slap yourself back to reality and anchor. Local moorings are
notoriously unreliable, and the holding is generally excellent in
sand, so use your own hook.

Also, remember the tide runs 3 meters or so. Lay out scope
accordingly.As mentioned before, there are ground swells that
sneak into the anchorages. Get a sense of how they are running
before you settle in and start serving the rum and tonics.

Most anchorages have no provision for getting ashore or tying up
to a dinghy dock. Luckily, our SCC found beach landings pretty
easy. Did I mention the 3m tides?

DANGERS OF THE SEA

There are some stinging sea nettles in the cruising ground, so look
before you leap. Have some vinegar aboard in case you get stung.
Urine works too, but....YUK!

Your SCC was told there were sea snakes around but they are
more scared of you than you are of them... So, I guess, don’t bite
them.

Of course, shallow water may be home for sea urchins and spiny
fish.

There is one potentially very DEADLY CREATURE you almost
certainly will encounter:

BEWARE THE TOURIST BOAT DRIVER!!!

Rules of the road? Fugetaboudit!!
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FISHING HAZARDS

Of course, our cruising ground is a Thai fisherman’s place of
business. So we should respect him and his gear.

Fishing nets are marked with flagged buoys. They are about 200m
long and stand 1.5 m off the bottom. It is always best to sail around
them. If you foul a net you are expected to compensate the

fisherman (about 3000THB).

Larger trawlers sometimes work in pairs and drag a net between
them. Give them all a wide berth.

COMMUNICATIONS ON THE WATER
We will operate a VHF Daily Net: Ch. 74 at 0930.

Ch. 16 is the international Hailing and Distress Channel but, as in
many parts of the world, don’t count on it.

Having said that, VHF communications can get kind of sketchy in
the area but, believe it or not, cell phone coverage is excellent.

You might pick up a local pre-paid SIM card or cheap phone at the
airport when you arrive.

We will do a grand cell phone number exchange at the Skippers’
meeting and publish the list.

Marina Channels:
Phuket Boat Lagoon Ch. 71
Yacht Haven Phuket Ch. 68
Royal Phuket Marina Ch. 79
Ao Po Grand Marina Ch. 69
Ocean Marina Ch. 80
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Siam Royal View Marina TBA

NAVIGATION

Navigating by Seaman’s Eye in the area is pretty straightforward.
Most of the boats are equipped with local charts and chart plotters.
Your SCC did note that the removable data cards with chart details
were, in fact, removed.

Navionics Australasia ($43.99) is an excellent app for iPhones or
iPads for the tech junkies among us.

Speaking of which, there is good WiFi at the Angsana Resort and
Moorings base. If you have a real problem letting go, there is an
available laptop receiver with a local SIM card.

In ancient times, sailors went “where there be no monsters.” Later,
trade routes dictated sea travel. Today, we plan our cruises around
WiFi Hotspots!

WEATHER RESOURCES

We can expect the weather to be fair, but surprise systems do roll
in. Moorings will provide you with a week’s forecast from
www.windguru.cz, which you can update at Internet cafes in Ao
Nang, Phi Phi, Lanta, and Krabi or by calling Moorings.

English speaking FM radio stations: 89.5, 90.5, 91.5 provide local
weather each morning.

MOON

Your SCC has arranged for evening moonlight throughout the
cruise and for a full moon for the Closing Event.

SUNRISE/SUNSET

Jan 18, 2013
Sunrise; 0645
Sunset: 1828
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ON-THE-WATER EMERGENCIES

The Thai Navy and Marine Police monitor Ch. 16, but response is
iffy. This is another good reason to have a cell phone aboard.
Emergency Telephone Numbers:
Marine Emergency:1199
Marine Police:076 211 883
Just remember if you are using a U.S. phone, the Thailand
Country Code is 66
Fleet Surgeon James Cornelius, MD, will provide a list of CCA
folks with medical experience and their numbers at the Skippers’
Meeting. More about that at the Skippers’ Briefing.

PROVISIONING

If you are a Mooring/Sunsail Charter, you’re in luck. The Local
office uses an A La Carte system that allows you to pre-order
specific items. Non-perishables will be delivered to your boat
before you arrive and perishables will be delivered after you are
aboard.  Just go to  http:/cca-sf.org/siam  fill out the
comprehensive provisioning list and email it to Moorings/ Sunsail
at least two weeks before the cruise.

For non-Moorings/Sunsail charterers, this list is a great planning
tool. Contact your charter company or crewed yacht for their
provisioning options.

If you are bent on shopping for yourself, the best bet is Tesco, a
large western style supermarket. It’s important to check for the
open/closing times of local stores since Thailand doesn’t really
operate on a 9-to-5. Even if a store is open, liquor can only be sold
between 1100 and 1400 and 1700-Closing.

Your SCC found Tesco to be a great store with wide selections.
The meat department was a little weak. Ask your charter company
or hotel for other meat options.

One caution! Don’t over-provision! Your SCC ate itself silly at
28



wonderful beach-side restaurants. You will find them at most
anchorages (except in Phang Nga Bay, a National Park area with
no restaurants or shops).

FUEL, ICE AND WATER

You should not need fuel during the cruise, but the policy for
leaving fuel tanks full upon surrendering the boat varies by charter
company and will be explained at check-in. Your boat’s water
tankage should be sufficient for a week’s average use, but find out
where water is available at check-in. As mentioned before, boat
tank water should be fine for washing the veggies, but we wouldn’t
drink 1it. Although the boats should all have refrigeration,
participants are encouraged to lay in a supply of ice for drinks
before departure.

Coming to Siam? I AM!
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ROSTERS
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